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Colorado Ceasefire launches statewide community briefings
on new ERPO Petition Expansion law and Safe Storage of Firearms

Denver, Colo., May 8, 2023—Supported by a grant from the Colorado Department of Public Health and the
Environment (CDPHE) Office of Gun Violence Prevention (OGVP), a team of volunteers from Colorado Ceasefire is
offering free in-person and live virtual presentations for professionals and community groups throughout
Colorado with updates and best practices on two key gun violence prevention tools: Extreme Risk Protection
Orders (ERPOs) and Safe Storage (of firearms). Presentations can be scheduled for professionals on the
expanded list of petitioners or for community groups interested in learning more by visiting
https://coloradoceasefire.org/request-a-speaker/. Presenters request a seven-day advance notice. Requests can
also be submitted via email to ESS Campaign Manager LaneySheffel@coloradoceasefire.org (website requests
are preferred).

“Our team is ready to share how to walk the talk of gun violence prevention using two critical tools to save lives in
our Colorado rural, suburban, and urban communities. Some of our presenters are gun violence survivors. They
are eager to share how these tools could have changed the course of their lives and those of their loved ones,” said
Adam Shore, executive director of Colorado Ceasefire, the stateʼs longest running gun violence prevention
organization.

“Colorado Ceasefire presenters have briefed dozens of professional and community groups on the existing ERPO
law since it went into effect January 1, 2020. We are quickly mobilizing our teamwith updated facts a�er Governor
Polis signed SB23-170 ERPO Expansion law April 28, 2023. It is now in effect. In addition to updating Coloradoans
about ERPO, we cover Safe Storage of Firearms. Our briefings can include community partners who are providing
free trigger locks while underscoring best practices of firearm safe storage. This helps responsible owners comply
with Colorado Revised Statutes 18-12-114—andmost importantly—prevents tragic situations,” Shore added.

SB23-170, the Deputy Zackari Parrish III Violence Prevention Act): Expanding the Extreme Risk Protection
Orders Law (ERPO/Red Flag Law) petitions. (Editorʼs Note: Please see the attached SB23-170 ERPO Fact
Sheet.) In addition to family members and law enforcement, those on the front lines of public health, safety and
education may recognize the warning signs before gun violence occurs and will now be able to petition for an
ERPO. Each side of the political divide cites mental health as a key factor in gun violence prevention. ERPOs are one
of the best options for protecting people in behavioral crises and their communities from preventable harm.

Important facts to know about Coloradoʼs ERPO Expansion:
● ERPO petitions are civil orders (These do not create a criminal record.)
● ERPO petitioners do not bear criminal or civil liability for filing or failing to file an ERPO.
● ERPO petitions are different from 72-hour (M1) mental health holds (Issue Brief 17-38).
● ERPOs are different from domestic violence protection orders (DVPOs)

When available at a presentation (either in-person or virtually), another OGVP grantee collaborating with Colorado
Ceasefire may be available to provide legal aid and answer specific ERPO petition questions.

The list of expanded petitioners can be viewed on https://www.coloradoceasefire.org/erpo/
Colorado Ceasefire has been working for freedom from gun violence since 2000. Ceasefire initiated and was instrumental in the
enactment of the 2013 Colorado firearms laws and began advocating for an Extreme Risk law in 2016, which became effective January 1,
2020. Ceasefire worked closely with members of Coloradoʼs General Assembly to enact six gun reformmeasures in 2021 and four gun
violence prevention measures in 2023. ###
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Background
The Extreme Risk Protection Orders (Red Flag) law provides a means for removing access to firearms from people
who are judged to be a danger to themselves or others. Currently, such petitions may be submitted to a judge
only by law enforcement or those with a household relationship (primarily family members) with the potentially
dangerous person. In the first three years of the law, Colorado law enforcement and citizens submitted more
than 380 ERPO petitions, and in nearly half the cases guns were removed for one or more years.1

SB23-170:
● Expands the list of potential petitioners to the Attorney General and district attorneys and their designees

(with Peace Officer Standard Training), and community members. For purposes of this bill, community
members are defined as licensed health care professionals, mental health professionals, teachers, and
school counselors, nurses, and administrators. Community members must have had a direct professional
relationship with the person in crisis during the previous six months.

● Does not impose criminal or civil liability on potential petitioners for acts or omissions made in good
faith related to an ERPO.

● Protects community members from employment discipline for choice on filing an ERPO.

Why is ERPO Expansion needed? 1

● Coloradoʼs “red flag” cases paint a disturbing picture of the moments that may precede acts of
violence—from desperate people in the grips of suicidal thoughts to would-be murderers with a plan.

● In roughly half of the ERPO cases, the respondent was accused of threatening others, either explicitly or
indirectly.

● In about one third of all cases, the individual was considering suicide.
● There also were at least eleven people who reportedly discussed a “suicide by cop,” in which they intended

to force a police officer to kill them.
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Sources: ERPO Expansion SB23-170 Fact Sheet | Developed by Colorado Ceasefire and CFCU

1. http://www.cpr.org/2023/01/30erpo-red-flag-cases-in-colorado
2. www.giffords.org/lawcenter/gun-laws/policy-areas/who-can-have-a gun/domestic-violence-firearms
3. Nicholas Kristof, ”A Smarter Way to Reduce Gun Deaths,”New York Times 01-29-2023.
4. www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/teaher-shot-6-year-old-texted-dire-warning-loved-one-was-wounded-sour-rcna67290
5. www.cnn.com/2022/11/22/us/colorado-springs-club-q-ahooting-tuescay/index.html
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ERPO Expansion Scenarios
·
● Community members are quite likely to observe that an individual is in crisis. Counselors may be the

only ones to hear their deadly plans, and educators in their everyday interactions with students may learn
of dangerous intentions. ·

● Clearly, there are those in our communities who are a danger to themselves or others. When these
people possess a firearm, the potential damage is likely to be lethal. For example, domestic violence
victims are five times more likely to die if their abuser has access to a gun.2

● Current research indicates that the laws most successful in reducing violence are those that restrict
individuals who have committed or threatened violence from possessing firearms. As Nicholas Kristof
points out, gun violence is best addressed as a problem to be solved (keeping guns away from dangerous
people) not a culture war to be fought.3·

● Many Coloradans are not aware that there is a tool to forestall a dangerous person. The Boulder King
Soopers shooter was a classic case of where an ERPO could have prevented amass shooting, but the
shooterʼs family did not know of this tool. Wider education, publicity and continued use of the law will
hopefully increase public awareness.

● With additional petitioners such as teachers, counselors and mental health workers, it is likely that
more shootings could be prevented, and more lives saved. As an example, the Virginia teacher who was
shot by her 6-year-old student, had tried to alert school officials about the risk she saw first-hand.4

● ERPO use across Colorado varies widely; the Denver Police Department has filed the most (90). In 40
of Coloradoʼs 64 counties, no petitions were filed.1Unfortunately, commissioners in 39 counties have
made their own constitutional interpretation and declared their counties as “Second Amendment
Sanctuaries.” This is a disservice to their constituents, as the suicide rates of most of these
counties are the highest in the state.

● Unfortunately, the El Paso County sheriff had been resistant to the employment of ERPO. Five people
were killed in the November 2022 Club Qmassacre, and previous activities and arrest of the shooter fit
ERPO criteria.5By expanding the categories of petitioners to include District Attorneys and the expanded
list of petitioners, this could overcome the opposition of some in law enforcement to the use of ERPO.

Conclusion
Even in the short time since its implementation, ERPO has saved an untold number of lives. Experience has
taught us that, typically, those dangerous to themselves or others present clues of their intentions. In many
instances these clues were evident to others, such as school personnel and mental health professionals, for
example: the Aurora Theater shooting (2012), Boulder King Soopers shooting (2021), the Colorado Springs
Halloween street shooting (2015), and the Club Q shooting in Colorado Springs (2022). Our communities will
be safer when we expand the categories of individuals who may identify those at risk and act on that
information. ERPO is a life-saving tool, and we all will be safer when it is more widely used.

Sources: ERPO Expansion SB23-170 Fact Sheet | Developed by Colorado Ceasefire and CFCU
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